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Although the plastics processing industry has been much more stable recently, 
the polymer distribution business has remained challenging. Keeping margins 
at a reasonable level is an everyday struggle between polymer suppliers and 
distributors; converters have become more cautious in their purchasing and 
pricing and supply volatility impacted on buying trends. The US shale gas 
revolution has changed dynamics and has put under increasing pressure not 
only European polymer producers but also previously highly competitive raw 
material suppliers in the Middle East. 

The dramatic drop in resin price, which started at the end of 2014 and hit its 
lowest point in February 2015 held plastics processors back from purchasing 
material beyond their immediate needs, with the expectation that prices would 
drop further. However, when buyers were prepared to restock, the market was 
struck by extreme shortage of material caused by both an unfavourable EUR/
USD exchange rate, diverting polymer imports away from Europe, as well as an 
unexpected string of force majeure announced by a number of major European 
polymer producers within the first half of the year. This resulted in many plastics 
processors closing one or more production lines with some having to shut down 
whole plants. The severe undersupply of polymer has caused the resin price to 
escalate to its record highs, even though the oil price remained at its average 
price level throughout 2015. Europe has seen and will continue to see increased 
volumes of imported Asian material. This is a result of huge Asian capacity 
expansion coming up for the next five years, as well as the general slowdown 
in the global economy. China, so far has satisfied its booming polymer demand 
largely by imports, and now strives for increasing self-sufficiency. 

The European resin suppliers continue to rationalise production and 
reorganise their distribution networks by reducing the number of partners 
they deal with as well as reviewing their customer bases. Over the next five 
years, foreign suppliers will continue presenting growing opportunities for 
European distributors while the availability of distribution mandates from the 
local polymer producers will become more limited.

AMI’s Polymer Sourcing & Distribution 2016 conference will provide 
participants with an opportunity to review recent trends in sourcing options 
for both commodity and engineering resin grades and the implications for 
their business. Key papers will review individual resin market trends; assess the 
supply, distribution and logistical opportunities in emerging markets of Africa, 
Turkey and Eastern Europe, consider the latest developments in supply chain 
management and its optimization and review the impact of the slowing global 
growth. This will all be underpinned by AMI’s own unique analysis of the latest 
market developments for polymer distribution. 

CONFERENCE HOTLINE

Contact: Maud Lassara, Senior Conference Organiser
Tel: +44 (0) 117 314 8111
Fax: +44 (0) 117 311 1534
Email: ml@amiplastics.com 
Twitter: @AMIconferences #attendAMI

POLYMER SOURCING
2013

FIVE GOOD REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD ATTEND:

1. Key market papers will give you unrivalled
information on market size and future growth
for polymer materials  

2. Deepen your understanding of the polymer
supply industry

3. Learn about the changing dynamics of polymer
 sourcing and distribution

4. Hear from the leading players about the international
distribution market

5. Meet and network with senior personnel from
every link within the polymer supply chain

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION OFFER
Register before 18th March 2016 and pay €1090* saving €100* on the 
full price of €1190*.  There are additional discounts for group bookings.  
The registration fee includes attendance at all conference sessions, the 
Welcome Cocktail Reception, lunch and refreshment breaks on both 
days and a set of conference proceedings.

*+19% German VAT

Save €100*
Register before 18th March 2016
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C O N F E R E N C E     P R O G R A M M E

Biesterfeld Plastic developed to one of Europe’s leading Polymer 
distributors with a complete homogeneous product portfolio 
throughout Europe, Latin America and North Africa. 

World’s TOP ranking Polymer producers like DuPont, ExxonMobil 
Chemical, INEOS Olefins & Polymers, INEOS Styrenics, Styrolution, 
BASF Polyurethanes, ChiMei, Borealis, Chevron Phillips, Solvay, LG 
Chem, Idemitsu & SK Chemicals are relying on Biesterfeld´s main 
competences: 

Intercontinental mutual exclusive partnership with suppliers 
enhancing 100% commitment, trust and integrity as their 
“extended sales force”.
Corporate philosophy based on the principles of constructive, 
partnership-minded and transparent cooperation from which all 
those involved can draw long-term profit.
Centralized Marketing and Product-Management providing clear 
leadership in strategy.
Intercontinental and local technical development teams.
Decentralized “local touch” sales & technical development structure 
as well as supply chain solutions to reduce complexity. 
Homogeneous product-range of global market leaders in each 
country allowing worldwide marketing campaigns and dedicated 
technical development work with multinational customers.
High product, market and IT (CRM) competence. 

  
Biesterfeld Plastic GmbH, established 1988 in Hamburg, is core 
business of Biesterfeld AG amongst two other defined core 
activities of the group:

Biesterfeld Plastic: Polymer & Performance Rubber Distribution Europe 

Biesterfeld Speciality Chemicals: Speciality Chemical Distribution Europe 

Biesterfeld International: Worldwide trade in commodities and specialities.

Biesterfeld Plastic GmbH is Biesterfeld´s largest core business and 
represents 55 % of Biesterfeld´s Group turnover in 2014. 

Biesterfeld Plastic GmbH successfully diversified its business 
portfolio into Performance Rubber with the acquisition of SMPC, 
France and Küttner GmbH, Germany and its subsidiary OOO 
Küttner, Russia in the past 4 years.

As of 1st April 2015, the company is also operating a Joint Venture 
in Brazil, Biesterfeld Simko Distribuição Ltda.  
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Monday 9th May 2016

18.00-19.30 Registration and Welcome Cocktail Reception

There are no conference sessions on this day

Tuesday 10th May 2016

08.00  Registration and welcome coffee
09.00  Opening announcements

MARKET OVERVIEW

09.10  Polymer distributors - the buffer in times of 
 supply/demand volatility
 Ms. Karla Vittova, Senior Research Analyst,
 AMI CONSULTING, United Kingdom

09.40  The role of the distributor in today’s commodity 
 polymer market
 Mr. Guy Payne, Managing Director,
 BIESTERFELD PETROPLAS Ltd., United Kingdom

10.10  Chemical feedstocks in an ever changing world
 Mr. Alex Lidback, V.P. Chemical Research,
 WOOD MACKENZIE, United Kingdom

10.40-11.20 Morning coffee

SESSION 1 - STRATEGIC REVIEW OF THE POLYMER MARKETS

11.20  The Turkish polyolefin market outlook
 Mr. Ali Murat Ayar, Managing Director,
 KERASUS B.V., Netherlands

11.50  PE market outlook: a different perspective 
 and market dynamics 
 Mr. Andrea Borruso, Founder & President,
 BORRUSO POLYMERS GmbH, Switzerland

12.20  The future of polyolefins in the European context
 Mr. Andreas Leitner, Head of Strategic Marketing,
 BOREALIS AG, Austria

12.50-14.20 Lunch

14.20  The polycarbonate market
 Mr. Jürgen Raab, Head of Commercial Operations,   
 Polycarbonate EM/LA,
 COVESTRO DEUTSCHLAND AG, Germany

14.50  Sales of Petrochemicals goes digital-the evolution continues
 Mr. Ralph de Haan, Co-CEO,
 KEMGO Inc., United States

15.20  The plastics processing industry in Europe
 Mr. Andrew Reynolds, Research Director,
 AMI CONSULTING, United Kingdom

15.50-16.30 Afternoon tea

SESSION 2 - LOGISTICS, TRADING & DISTRIBUTION

16.30  Key challenges to optimise your bulk supply 
 chain in Europe
 Mr. Koen Vandepitte, Commercial Manager Dry Bulk Europe,
 INTERBULK (UK) Ltd., United Kingdom

17.00    Lithuania as a transit country for polymers distribution  
 between West and East
 Mr. Mindaugas Vav!enaviþius, Head of Plastics Business Unit,
 IMLITEX UAB, Lithuania

20.00  Conference Dinner

C O N F E R E N C E     P R O G R A M M E
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Wednesday 11th May 2016

08.30  Registration and welcome coffee
09.00  Opening announcements

SESSION 2 - LOGISTICS, TRADING & DISTRIBUTION (CONT)

09.10  Containerized ocean transport in Africa
 Mr. Mads Skov-Hansen, Senior Director, Portfolio Manager, 
 West Africa-Trades,
 MAERSK LINE, Denmark 

09.40  Success story of a global organisation for plastic   
 distribution in North Africa
 Mr. Bertrand Honegger, Chief Operating Officer,
 FOURNIER SA/F2M GROUP, France 

10.10-10.50 Morning coffee 

10.50  Traders a necessary evil?
 Mr. Johan Vanhees, Managing Director,
 BRUJ INTERNATIONAL B.V., Netherlands 

11.20  DISCUSSION PANEL

 Mr. Andreas Leitner, Head of Strategic Marketing, 
 BOREALIS AG, Austria

 Mr. Mike Boswell, Managing Director, PLASTRIBUTION LIMITED

 Mr. Ian Robinson, Procurement Director, INNOVIA FILMS

 Mr. Mark Harrison, Product Manager, BAMBERGER POLYMERS  
 EUROPE B.V.

12.20-14.00 Lunch and conference ends 

 

Image courtesy of: Plastribution Ltd

AMI reserves the right to alter the programme without notice. See the latest 
programme and confirmed speakers at: www.amiconferences.com



POLYMER SOURCING & DISTRIBUTION 2016
CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Date and location  
9-11 May 2016
Marriott Hotel
ABC Strasse 52
20354 Hamburg      
Germany     
 
Tel: +49 40 3505 0
Fax: +49 40 3505 1777

Registration fee
The registration fee includes attendance at all conference sessions, the 
Welcome Cocktail Reception, lunch and refreshment breaks on both days and 
a set of conference proceedings.

��Early bird registration: Register before 18th March 2016 for only €1090*. 
Thereafter the cost is €1190*.

��Group rates:  For companies wishing to register two or more delegates, group 
discounts are available. Please contact the Conference Organiser for more 
details. (Please note to qualify for the group discount delegates must be booked 
at the same time, otherwise additional delegates may be charged at full price).

Polymer Sourcing & Distribution 2016 table top exhibition
A limited number of table top exhibition spaces are available in the lobby 
next to the main meeting room. The table top exhibition fee is excellent value 
for money and includes 1 delegate place. Exhibitors may either use tables 
provided by the hotel or bring their own stand or display.

Sponsor this event and promote your company
A variety of sponsorship opportunities are available at this event that can help 
to promote and enhance your company’s products and services to this highly 
targeted international audience. For further information, please contact the 
Conference Organiser on: +44 (0) 117 314 8111.

Social events
The social events organised for Polymer Sourcing & Distribution 2016 will provide 
an ideal setting for delegates and speakers to mix business with pleasure.

��Welcome Cocktail Reception: A welcoming cocktail reception will be 
held on the first evening. All delegates are invited to attend and it will 
offer an excellent opportunity to meet speakers and other colleagues. The 
Welcome Cocktail Reception will run approximately from 18.00 to19.30 
and is included in the delegate fee.

��Conference Dinner: All delegates are warmly invited to attend the 
Conference Dinner, which will take place at a local restaurant on the 
evening of 10th May 2016. The additional cost is €85*.

Hotel accommodation
Delegates are responsible for booking their own accommodation. AMI has 
negotiated a limited number of discounted rooms for those attending the 
conference until 14th March 2016. Please contact the Reservation Department 
at the Marriott Hotel via phone or fax and be sure to mention AMI’s Polymer 
Sourcing & Distribution 2016 conference to receive the special room rate of 
€170 for a single room (Breakfast, city tax and internet included).
 
To make your reservation, please contact the reservation department on:
Tel:+49 40 3505 1700  or Fax: +49 40 3505 1822
or e-mail : reservations.hamburg@marriotthotels.com    

Cancellations
Full refunds, less a cancellation charge of €200 will only be made on 
cancellations received prior to 8th April 2016. Thereafter we regret that no 
refunds can be made. Delegates may be substituted at any time. Please note 
that refunds will not be given on table top bookings, sponsorship packages or 
Conference Dinner places.

*+19% German VAT 

CONFERENCE HOTLINE

MAUD LASSARA, SENIOR CONFERENCE ORGANISER
Applied Market Information Ltd.
6 Pritchard Street, Bristol, BS2 8RH, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0) 117 314 8111   Fax: +44 (0) 117 311 1534
Email: ml@amiplastics.com
Twitter: @AMIconferences #attendAMI

The latest programme, including any new speakers or changes to the  
schedule can be viewed on our website: www.amiconferences.com

PLEASE PRINT OUT FORM AND COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

  REGISTRATION FORM
Company: _____________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

Country: _______________________________________________________ 

Tel: ____________________________ Fax: ____________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________

VAT No.: __________________________________________________
(Must be completed by all EU Companies)

Company activity: _______________________________________________                                                                                  

Purchase order No. (if applicable): _______________________________________ 

Invoice address (if different from above): ____________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________

DELEGATE DETAILS        If more than one delegate please photocopy form

Title: _______________ First name: _________________________________

Surname:  ______________________________________________________

Position: _______________________________________________________ 

Special dietary requirements: ________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________ Date: ________________________ 

PAYMENT DETAILS     All payments to be made in Euros

Please tick box and write amount:

T�Early bird admission fee:   €1090 + €207.10* = €1297.10 _________ 
 (Until 18th March 2016)

T�Admission fee thereafter:  €1190 + €226.10* = €1416.10 _________

T��Conference Dinner:  €85 + €16.15* = €101.15 _________

Table Top Exhibition Package (includes 1 delegate place)

T German resident companies €1750 + €332.50* = €2082.50 _________

T Non - German resident companies  €1750 + €207.10** = €1957.10 _________
 (**Only admission fee part of package is VAT chargeable at 19%) 

* German VAT charged at 19%    Total: _________

Please note all delegates have to pay the VAT stated above

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
On receipt of this registration form your credit card will be debited. 
You will be sent an invoice in 7-14 working days.

T  Bank transfer quoting: ‘Applied Market Information Ltd. -
 Polymer Sourcing & Distribution 2016’ to: Commerzbank, Filiale Düsseldorf, 
 Breite Straße 25, 40213 Düsseldorf, Germany
 Account number: 1024710                         Bank No. 300 400 00
 IBAN: DE93 3004 0000 0102 4710 00   SWIFT: COBADEFFXXX

T  Visa / Mastercard / Eurocard / JCB

- - -

If paying by card the following information must be given

Name of cardholder: _____________________________________________

Expiry date: ________________________ 3-digit security code: __________ 

Cardholder’s signature: ___________________________________________ 

Card billing address: _____________________________________________ 

Post / zip code: __________________________________________________

Country: _______________________________________________________

Tel: ____________________________ Fax: ____________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________

Fax back to: +44 (0) 117 311 1534 or Email: ml@amiplastics.com

SPECIAL OFFER: Save €100* if you register before 18th March 2016
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